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Mr.  Barnett.  93* 

Senator  Lancer.  You  certainly  made  a very  tine  statement 
yesterday.  I enjoyed  It  very,  very  much. 

Who  Is  your  next  witness? 

TESTIMONY  OF  EARNEST  SEVIER  COX 
Mr.  Cox.  My  name  Is  Earnest  Sevier  Cox.  I give  the 
run  name  because  X have  done  a good  deal  of  writing  for  this 
movement , and  always  sign  it  Earnest  Sevier  Cox.  I live  at 
92 4 East  Main  Street,  Richmond,  Virginia.  « I supposed  te 

tell  the  age,  too? 

Senator  Longer.  No,  that  is  not  necessary. 

You  understand  that  you  have  all  the  time  you  want,  and 

„ hut  „.lve  us  a full  and  complete  statement, 

do  not  hurry  yourself,  but  give 

We  have  got  all  afternoon  and  all  evening. 

Mr.  cox.  1 appreciate  very  much  your  making  that  be- 
cause I am  always  a bit  nervous  thinking  that  I might  take  up 

too  much  time  in  a matter  like  this. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  have  mentioned  once  or  twice  about  the 

petitions  that  were  In  support  of  this  measure,  and  I have 

Here  a recognition  that  the  Creator  Liberia  bill  which  these 

_ thev  ere  all  akin,  these  organlza- 
groups  have  grown  out  of  tn  J 

tlons,  and  they  are,  m fact,  throe  In  full  support  of  this 
measure,  the  Universal  liegro  Improvement  Association  with  head- 
quarters in  Liberia  - yen  have  a letter,  I think,  from  dames 
Stewart,  the  head  of  it,  in  support  of  this  measure,  and  X here 


:/ 


^5 


„ V,  the  Peace  Movement  of  Ethiopia,  the  Eseou- 
am  commissioned  y thev  do 

ontr  time  Ip  which  they  Q 
tlve  Council,  to  represent  them  at  any  tl» 

„ a ml  representation,  In  any  measure  concernins  this. 

not  have  a full  repx^» 

»•*»’  •*""'*  — * ° w 

. * United  States! 

Ok  1Q-H9  in  the  Senate  of  the  uniw 

2^,  1939 » ™ to  able  today 

"The  most  gratify inE  thing  xn  my 

Corrress  petitions  signed  hy  0 
nv.eCient  to  the  American  Congres  P 

— — — - — ~ 

Here  is  a quote  from  the  ¥ice  President.  ||| 

bv  tho  Senator  from  Mississippi 
"The  petitions  presented  by 

. ,,A  refer*ed  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

will  be  received  and  referred 

Relations."  and 

x sa,  them.  The  sheets  were  50  names  to 

and  then  there  were  two  smaller  petitions, 
were  stacked  way  up,  and  then  . rQst 

tPe  Peace  Movement  of  Ethiopa,  an 
2 300, 000-odd  from  the  Peace  v a 

* _n(j  Senator  Bilbo  states 

of  It  was  from  the  other  groups,  and  Sena 

hi'- ions  represented  Individuals  from  eve  y 
further  that  these  petitions  rep 

0f  the  Union. 

,.w  ....  “ ““ 

bm  that  you  have  introduced. 

Jefferson,  throuChoUt  his  adult  life.  In  UK.  « 

5 ntroduced  In  the  VlrEinla  General  cssemhly  a measure  a colon  . 

e until  the  time  of  his  death,  is  on  record  many, 
Ingmeas^6*  until 


* nf  aid  giving  aid,  to  the  American 
"»»  times  la  support  cl  aid.  ^ hone_ 

Negroes  and  to  repatriate  their  race  Into 

land'l  will  read  fro.  one  statement  of  Jefferson  because  It 
u 1ust  two  years  before  his  death.  It  Is  a letter  to  Oeorge 
Hi,  and  It  is  found  In  Jefferson.  Worhs.  Volume  V.  page 

332*  It  reads  as  follows. 

African  colonization  of  people  of 
"The  article  on  the  African  ^ 

. a.  ntiCQ  I have  read  with  great 

color  to  which  you  Invite  my  attentl  - 

M It  ,s  indeed  a fine  one  and  will  do  much  Good. 

consideration,  -t  Is  l 

. t-hnn  I have  before  hnovm  of  the 

I learned  from  It  more  today  tna  . 

colony.  In  the  disposi- 
degree  of  success  and  promise  of  that  V 

lp  there  are  two  rational  oh.lects 
tlon  of  this  unfortunate  people  t. 

m view.  First,  the  establishmen 
to  he  distinctly  tept  In  U . 

t f Africa  which  may  introduce  among 
colony  on  the  coast  of  «l‘i  a ^ 

, es  the  „t.  Of  cultivated  life  and  the  blessings 
aborigines  the  arcs 

, BP.ence  By  dome  this  we  may  mate  to  the 
i Nation  and  science.  n 

civ ill-  injuries  we  have  been 

e,  „ long  course  of  in.iuritb 

3omo  retribution  for  the  long 

committing  on  their  population.  ^ ’ “ 

.oat  interesting  to  us  as  coming  homo  to  our  Physical  and 

character,  to  our  happiness  and  safety.  Is  to  provide  - 

, ae„ree3  send  the  whole  of  that  population 
by  which  we  can  by  degrees  senu 

„ ua  ana  establish  them  under  our  patronage  and  our 
from  among  us,  ana  ^ 

, ctlon  8B  c free  and  independent  people  in  some  country 
protectAon  s.s  <- 

1 . . T do  not 


/.n  imate  friendly  to  human  life  and  happln 


„ .u  «.  —O.  « “ “““  " ' “ 

«...  „»  ~~  *“  “ “•  ““ 

• titude  forbidden  to  my  W But  I leave  It 
and  to  enjoy  a oeatltude  torn 

.1th  this  admonition,  to  rise  and  be  doing."  , 

rvo  x do  not  remember  how  old  he  was 
Jefferson  was  ?8  — x ac  1,0 

It  was  in  1824  when  he  wrote  this,  and  he  died  in  1325. 

X stated  that  .resident  Lincoln,  were  he  alive,  wou. 
port  this  measure  wholeheartedly.  I wish  to  read  from  the 

Emancipation  proclamation: 

. President  of  the  United  States  and 
nI  Abraham  Lincoln,  President. 

, „ ln  ohlef  of  the  Army  and  Ifavy  theraof,  do  hereby 

commander-in-ohiei 

. that  It  Is  ray  purpose,  upon  the  meeting 
proclaim  and  declare  that  it  is  ray  p 

, to  arain  recommend  the  immediate  and  Gradual 
of  Congress,  to  again 

,,  o-p-pn7’,t  to  colonize  persons 
abolishment  of  slavery  and  that  the  effoit 

of  African  descent,  with  their  consent,  upon  this  con.  non. 

exsewhero,  with  the  previously  obtained  consent  of  the  Govern 

ment  existing  there,  will  be  continued.” 

from  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

That  is  an  excerpt  xro.n 

, Vila  record,  his  historical 
But  nothing  in  the  record,  h„s  reco 

^ -_iR  interest,  human  interest 

record,  would  show  President  Lincoln  a 

in  this  movement  and  in  these  people  more  so  than  the  time 

he  called  them  into  the  White  House  - he  brought  in 

, olrG  at  groat  length,  and  X will  £ 
group  of  them,  ana  spoke  u-o 

White  House. 

. Tilt. o-v’ no 3 in  tno 

ending  of  his  speech  to  tne  - 6- 


whole/  speech  In 


X could  do  that 
ifrpjj.  Surely* 


If  you  went  to  put  it  wn 

Xa3t  part  of  It  anyhow. 

of  the os  quotations  from 

— this  is  a 


have 


I have 


• ' 4-  4 cl  • TO  UUU 

Lincoln  many  times. 

white  House  address*  . 

, . 4-nierable  intelligent  men  with 

"Could  I get  a hundred  tolerable  x 

, and  abXe  to  out  their  own  fodder,  bo 
fhelr  wives  and  children  and  able  to 

th  fim.  „ 1 could  find  twenty -fly®  ahle- 

- ^ a:i:r:^  - - - — - 

bodied  men  with  - ^ & succe3sful  co»ence- 

'nmllv  relations,  I thlot 

, Hither  this  can  he  done  or 

ment.  1 «*  »*  * « * ^ see  ,ou.  Iheoe 

not.  This  is  the  practical  part  of  my  wish  - - 

, , ts  of  very  ereat  importance  worthy  of  a month  a 
ere  subjects  oi  ve  y b , riu 

t rt  of  a speech  delivered  in  an  hour. 

rt-udv  instead,  of  a 

then  to  consider  this  seriously  not  pertainln,  to  youree  ^ 

nnd  ourselves  at  the  present  time, 
merely,  not  for  your  race  and  our.ei 

j rmiv  managed  for  the  ^ood 

but  as  one  of  the  thlnes  if  successfully  maneo 

a,  "eneration  but  as  from 

of  mankind,  not  confined  to  the  present 
^ to  esc  descends  the  UEht  to  millions  yet  to  he, 

ltd  echoes  roll  away  into  eternity.”  of.  the 

x want  to  State  that  this  whole  move  . ^ 

]jegro  to  Afrioa  was  conceived  by  a no^to, 


haul  caffe,  a free  Uegro  or 
captain,  owned  ships  of  his  own,  ar 
of  Uegro  seamen,  traveled  to  Slern 
made  arrangements  there 


America 


:a*,  the  war  started,  the  eeco-  — 

Lea,  and  Caffe  could  not  continue  his 
Pled  oat  a shipload  of  negroes  to 
year  that  Cuffe  died,  and  the  American 
formed  to  come  to  the  aid  of  Cuffe 
wished  to  continue  the  movement. 

distinction,  that  since  the 
tnttea  States,  with  one  excep- 

olonization 


"between  Britain 


•work*  but 


and  it  was 


Africa 


Colonization 


and  to  those 

It  has  been  my  pleasure,  my 
Uegro  was  made  a citizen  of  tne 

tion,  I have  been  closely  associated 

, (..d  That  exception  was  Bishop  Henry 
leaders,  closely  associated.  That 

' X thin*  I have  Turner's  statement.  His  prestige  among 

Turner.  1 thimc  ± . 

. rs  of  his  race  was  great  during  my  youth.  I did 
the  members  or  nio  ^ 

but  i aid  Icnow  William  P.  Pictett,  author 
know  him  personally,  tut  „ 

atrsham  Lincoln's  Solution.  I have 
of  "The  Hegro  problem,  obraha 

here  a communication  from  Bishop  Turner  dated  Janua  y 

■'X  pray  God  that  you  will  continue  in  the  great  worlc  n 

-ed  and  move  this  country  to  help  the  negro 
Which  you  are  engaged  and  mo 

A t VnOVJ  &XX  fluOuo 

, <- r>  th-  land  of  his  ancescors.  1 Ln 

to  emigrate  to  thv.  lane. 

, r,>  vr  to  the  other,  i have 
1 have  been  from  one  end  o-  i 

4-  nf ton  as  I have  fingers  on  my  hand, 

•hnt  continent  as  often  as  i a* 


Africa 


and  It  la  one  of  the  richest  continents  under  Heaven  In  nature! 
resources.  »U  country  Is  not  compered  to  It.  and  millions 
of  colored  people  In  this  country  would  want  to  so." 

He  was  a Methodist  bishop. 

Shortly  after  burner  had  written  to  Pickett,  the  letter 

that  X have  quoted  from,  there  emerged  a man  of  extraordinary 

distinction,  a great  publicist,  Marcus  Oarvey,  and  Oarvey  taew 

how  to  fan  the  latent  coals  of  the  fire  that  is  in  the  heart 

of  any  race  If  It  wishes  to  remain  a race  and  have  a nation 

. . tlme  they  claimed  a membership  of 

of  its  own,  and  at  one  time  viwy 

6,000,000.  •. 

How,  the  Oarvey  organisation  might  be  considered  the  f||||  J 

of  the  three  groups  that  we  are  talking  about  here,  an  J 

the  Peace  Movement  of  Ethiopia  was  organised  In  the  early 

thirties,  during  the  depression,  asking  President  Eoosevelt  . :j 

to  take  Steps  that  would  convert  the  relief  funds  received  by 

American  degrees  into  a fund  that  would  aid  Eegroos  to  migrate 

to  Africa  and  take  up  homesteads  in  Liberia,  and  It  was  that 

organisation  that  circulated  the  petition  in  many  parts  of  , 

America,  and  got  the  2,300,000  names  upon  It.  ■/ 

I represented  the  Peace  Movement  of  Ethiopia  before  the 

General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  and  that  body  memorialised  the 

Congress  to  assist  this  movement,  and  I take  note  that  the 

. +.  -,-p  President  Llnconln  s 

words  of  the  mevaorial  were  stnlcincly 


ivT^nnane  to  the  Congress 


, *•  n -an  Into  detail. 

r.'nlnff  tO  SO 


this? 


movement , 


the  me  rater b 

discussed  for 


4-nuoh  with  them.  That 
short  while  the  other  groups  were  In  touch 

rvp  the  Greater  Liberia  fcllJ.* 
accounts  for  the  introduction  of  the  Grea 

. «,nt  these  gentlemen  and  lady  he 
1 think  It  la  setae  thing  that  th  S 

would  like  to  know.  That  Is  how  It  8 

x want  to  again  oaU  attention  that  aU  - .0^  , 

America,  of  the  hegro  groups  on  colonisation,  ars  « 

t ftn  refer  to  the  value  of  the. 

- U11  and  I want  to  reie*  uw  . . 

particular  bill,  ana  ± wa 

- n-ii*  Negroes  in  West  Africa. 

States  for  this  Itegro  group  of  oar  E, 

4 +•  that  X am  preparing  for 
I am  reading  from  a manuBcrip  > 

. 4u3t  read  excerpts  from  it: 

nublicaticn,  and  will  3 . . 

, . ,*>  ^tend  deep  into 

rtf  t*hp  new  nation  wiii 
"The  influence  of  the  new 

neero  Africa  and  «m  rapidly  improve  the  cultural  standar  a 

lation  It  would  vitally  increase  the  trade 
of  the  native  population,  it 

, Suoh  restoration  would  hind  th 

between  Africa  and  America.  bond  that 

4-n  the  United  States  in  a 

repatriated  Negro  to  the  u 

, ttrd  place  this  strategic  westernmost 
would  not  be  severed,  and  place  tn  . 

4 on  nf  a powerful  Negro  people, 
part  of  Africa  in  the  possession  of  a po 

the  Negro's  effort  to  advance  his  race  and  the  oul  ura 

political  pow  Iberia,  and  greatly  Increasing 

"Extending  the  boraers  of  -ibci 

„.„,rnment  of  wholly  Megro  people, 
the  present  limited  African  govurnmen 

n„,  difficult  task.  These  lands  are  under 
probably  would  not  be  a difflcui 

tho  political  control  of  Prance  and  Croat  Britain.  Bach 

, Wegro  from  Africa.  Each 

these  nations  took  part  In  severing  the  Meg 


of  them  have  possessions  in  the  Western  world  whose  mhabitan  s 

ere  largely  - «*«  -—*•  lMmlSraDtS  ^e 

these  French  and  British  Possessions.  aided  hy  their  reape 

nations,  would  he  received  In  the  new  nation  on  terraa  of  equality 

, tt  a states.  13ie  American  race 
with  Immigrants  from  the  United  States. 

problem  haa  been  more  «.  300  years  In  the  mahlnS.  » can  he 

SoMed  gloriously  in  a much  less  .rlod  of  time  by  a -tamed 

ho  desire  a national  home  of  their  own 
aid  for  our  Negroes  who  desire  a 

the  land  of  their  ancestors.1' 

a.  first  veaaela  that  were  aent  to  Liberia  went  out  In 

1823.  -e  preaence  In  Africa  of  a nation  ruled  theoretically 

by  an  American  corporation,  that  la,  the  American  Colonisation 

Society,  led  to  certain  of  the  ~an  natlona  affirming  that 

w statue  of  Liberia  waa  without  precedent.  -1*  charge  le 

t0  the  American  Colonization  Society  relinquishing  Ita  control 

in  1847.  That  year  the  people  of  the  colony  formed  the 

Republic  of  Liberia  under  a constitution  essentially  IU-  ** 

Of  the  united  States.  Its  constitution  limits  citizenship  to 

Hegroes.  ®e  only  part  that  I too*  In  the  Greater  Liberia 

< <*<«,,  — I v;as  not  familiar  with 

bill,  and  it  was  a massive  thing 

that  sort  of  procedure,  M*.  Chairman  - was  that  X had  a com 

munlcatlon  from  the  distinguished  Senator,  and  he  wanted  to 

. ^ T<-upr.na  and  I told  him  to  males 
toow  how  to  keep  whites  out  or  Liberia,  ana 

„ such  American  citizens  who  would  be  qualified  by  Liberian 
citizenship,  -at  would  beep  the  whites  out,  because  If  the 


vs  them  lilce  we  wished  to 

whites  put  a movement  there  and  aided  them,  1 

whites  would  take  the  country, 
do  these  colored  people,  the  whites  woux 

wh.  cox  I am  a little  hit  puzzled.  How 
Senator  Lange?.  Mr*  Cox,  x am 

do  you  define  a Negro? 

Mr.  Cox.  Well,  defined  In  America  It  is  one  drop  of 

„ _n  fflr  a3  the  Southern  color  line  Is  eon- 

Negro  mates  a Negro,  so  far 

cerned,  hut  they  are  practical  people  down  there . 


Senator  Langer.  Just  one  drop? 

Mr.  oox.  Well,  that  la  an  old  statement,  one  drop  of  hlood 

. nvsA  aii  the  Southern 

_ ait  the  Negroes  have  heard  that,  axx  w 

makes  a Negro.  All  tne  wegiu 

. OTW,  that  *>ut  to  he  practical  — ih  Is  not 
Negroes  have  heard  that,  out; 

practical.  It  is  a theory. 

Senator  hanger.  Under  the  Constitution  of  Ubarla  an, 
por3on  who  had  a drop  of  white  hlood  could  not  become  a oltiaan, 

Mr.  Co*.  They  would  have  to  do  their  own  defining. 

Chairman;  and  the  fact  that  Roberts  was  an  octoroon,  and  the  moat 
distinguished  of  their  presidents,  was  a Virginia  octoroon,  and 
a very  successful  businessman  over  there,  would  show  yo 

a it  all  right.  He  was  an  octoroon, 

Liberia  ohuld  handle  that  end  of  It  all  ngn 

fourth . iust  one-eighth, 
not  a mulatto,  not  one-fourtn,  j 

theory  is  then  that  that  would  he  a 
Senator  Langer.  Your  theory  x 

vo"  Liberia,  the  Congress  of  Liberia? 
problem  for  the  Parliament  o.  Libera, 

Mr.  Cox.  That  would  he  for  Liberia. 

, T„™„r  They  would  take  care  of  that  under  the 

Senator  Langer.  may 

screening  process. 

Vas  In  fact,  some  of  the  mixed  breeds  in  this 
Mr.  Cox.  Yes.  xn  iuou, 

„ M suonort  this  hill.  Some  of  them  oppose  it, 
nation,  many  of  them  support 

_ a hMption  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
such  as  the  National  Association  for 

People,  they  have  opposed  it.  But  Mrs.  Gordon,  «.  3 

all  of  them,  and  this  gentleman  here,  they  are  not;  they  are 


black  folk. 


Senator  Langer.  Upon  vhat  theory  does  the  national  Aaaocla- 
tlon  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  oppose  this  hill?  Vhy 
do  they  oppose  it? 

Mr.  Cox.  They  will  not  take  part  In  it.  X presnme  they  «lsh 
to  see  the  other  solution  - that  Is  only  a presumption.  It  Is 
either  separation  or  enaction  In  the  long  run.  ve  know  that. 
These  negroes  here  know  it  just  as  veil  as  I know  it.  that  there 
is  no  other  way  to  stop  a race  problem  except  to  mix  the  races  or 

separate  them*  : 

The  national  Association  opposed  Garvey,  end  took  much 

opposition  to  him,  and  he  said  that  they  were  the  ones  that 

caused  his  indictment,  and  X have  seen  a letter  from  a suh-offioial 

stating  that  they  would  not  support  this  bill,  that  they  would  not 

support  it;  hut  I have  not  a letter  - 1 have  not  seen  a statement 

from  the  higher  officials » 

The  charge  that  there  was  an  American  corporation  founding 
She  nation  was  pointed  out  as  without  precedent.  This  charge  led 
to  the  American  Colonisation  Society  relinquishing  control  In 
1857.  Its  constitution  limits  citisenship  to  negroes  - so  does 
Haiti.  It  prohibits  laws  Which  would  forbid  new  immigrants. 

The  American  Colonization  Society,  through  a treaty  with  the 
new  nation,  retained  important  areas  for  settlement  by  American 
negroes,  and  the  American  Colonisation  Society  is  still  an  ex- 

Istlng  corporation. 

The  tactical  value  to  the  United  States  of  the  Republic  of 


Liberia  is  as  aa  outpost  or  area  of  defense  and  as  a halfway 
station  to  tbe  war  theaters  in  Europe  and  the  Hear  East,  and  vas 
recognised  by  the  American  High  Command  in  the  second  world  war. 

The  United  States  spent  $5  million  in  building  an  air  bas  , 
and  $18  million  in  constructing  a harbor  in  that  country. 

Liberia  lies  about  1600  miles  from  Brasil.  It  is  the  nearest 

point  in  the  old  world  to  the  new  world. 

A chief  value  of  Liberia  to  the  Western  world  lies  in  the 

fact  that  its  geographical  location  in  Africa  fits  it  for  being 
a port  of  entry  into  the  extraordinary  wealth  in  natural  re- 
scurees  found  in  the  Western  prolongation  of  the  African  Continent. 

The  Republic  of  Liberia  has  aa  area  of  45,000  square  miles. 

Its  native  population  is  enticed  to  be  approximately  two  and  a 
half  million.  It  is  governed  by  Regress  of  American  descent. 

Its  climate  is  such  that  while  some  white  men  there  go  without 
their  hats,  its  wealth  in  natural  resources  is  very  great. 

Orooo  can  be  raised  the  year  around.  A well-known  English 
authority,  the  late  Sir  Harry  dohnstou,  and  a well-known  American 
authority,  the  late  Dr.  Frederick  Starr,  estimated  that  Liberia 
is  capable  of  sustaining  20  million  inhabitants.  If  lnfiustralised 
as  is  Belgium,  tbe  densest  populated  nation  of  Europe,  the  number 
living  in  Liberia  could  be  much  greater  than  20  million.  Belgium 

has  710  people  to  the  square  mile;  Liberia  bas  loss  than  40.  If 

r.>i nuD  & roach  20  million,  there  would  still 
tho  Liberian  population  ehouic.  1Qu- 

b«  but  465  poopla  to  tho  square  mile. 


I think  that  soma  of  the  others  ebould  speak,  these  oolora 
folks,  now. 

Senator  Langar.  Mr.  Gibbons  testified  yesterday.  Have  you 

some  other  witnesses  here? 

TE5TIMY  OF  JAFUS  BOYD 

Hr.  Boyd.  Honorable  Chairman,  members  of  the  assembly,  my 
name  Is  Jafus  Boyd.  I live  at  1627  Webster  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  19. 

ply  reason  for  vantlng  to  go  to  Liberia  is  this:  First,  It 
vould  give  me  an  opportunity  to  work,  to  help  build  and  develop, 
and  to  Shop  the  people  in  Liberia  the  things  that  you  people 
have  taught  us  over  here  since  we  have  boon  here  In  America,  and 
that  is  all  our  lives,  and  this  is  all  we  know  anything  about. 

He  feel  that  when  we  go  to  Liberia  we  would  still  be  at  home  be- 
cause the  rule,  the  law  and  order,  are  practically  the  same. 

Then  we  feel  like  we  have  a right  to  ask  you  to  please,  sir, 
support  the  measure  In  sanding  us  there.  It  dates  hack  to  the 
time,  from  the  time  that  we  were  brought  hero.  We  served  In 
every  war  that  there  has  been  since  there  has  been  a black  man 

on  American  soil. 

We  fought,  and  then  we  served  and  labored  as  slaves  for 
270  years,  and  I am  sure  that  this  afternoon,  when  we  ask  you 
for  your  support,  If  you  think  back  over  the  record,  you  will 
find  that  we  have  been  trustworthy,  you  will  find  that  we  have 
teen  humble,  and  I am  sure  that  you  know  that  ve  are  people  who 
will  not  betray  a trust  when  it  comes  to  the  act  of  treason,  and 


